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SUPPORTIVE 

Instructional materials that support the Idaho Achievement Standards but lack comprehensive coverage of 
content knowledge/skills. 

Nextext Stories in History McDougal Littell Editorial 
Staff 

2002 9-12 

Key Features:  Historical narratives highlight central periods in history.  Reading support for each selection begins with 
historical background, continues throughout with people and terms to know, and concludes with critical thinking questions.  
Additional support includes timelines, literary connections, an array of primary source documents, and insight on the parts of 
the story based on historical fact and explains which characters or events are fictional 

Intended Use:  Explores key people and events in world history through authentic, high-interest historical fiction told in a 
highly accessible style. 

Evidence of Effectiveness:  Students utilize information from several sources across genres and historic illustrations to 
succeed in critical thinking analysis, to acquire information and organize data and to analyze and explain events and issues 
from several perspectives. 

Teacher Aids:  A Teacher’s Resource Manual includes additional background, worksheets and assessment for each lesson.  
Guide to Internet Resources provides teachers with a password protected access key which allows them access to teaching 
information online.  Online links, quizzes, background information, and answer keys help teachers and students save time 
and money.  Students can access self-assessment tools and independent research and review, while teachers can print out 
student resources as quizzes or homework assignments. 

In-service training:  No.  These narratives may be implemented easily by classroom teachers. 

Nextext Anthologies McDougal Littell Editorial 
Staff 

2001 9-12 

McDougal 
Littell Inc. 

Key Features:  Collections can be used to complement an existing course, or provide a wider variety of course offerings.  
Each text provides point-of-use definitions of unfamiliar words.  Students can compare and contrast fiction and nonfiction 
selections from various American perspectives.  Follow-up questions at the end of each selection stimulate discussion and 
critical thinking.  Students can compare and contrast major dramatic works from various world perspectives. 

Intended Use:  For secondary level literature, reading, or integrated language arts courses. 

Evidence of Effectiveness:  Students use information from several sources across genre, such as essays, poetry, short stories, 
and historical documents to develop critical thinking skills and analyze and explain events and issues from several 
perspectives.  Through exposure to various literary perspectives, students understand the sacrifices, struggles, and triumphs 
of the many ethnic groups in the United States.  By comparing dramatic works from different times and places, students 
develop an understanding of the many types of drama, important elements of drama, and the conventions used to convey 
ideas within the genre.  By reading dramatic works from a variety of world cultures, students can analyze and discuss the 
basic themes that people have confronted throughout history. 

Teacher Aids:  Online Teacher Resources—Free support materials provide background information, worksheets and quizzes, 
and links to related web sites. 

In-service training:  No.  Nextext Anthologies will be easily implemented by classroom teachers. 
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Instructional materials that support the Idaho Achievement Standards but lack comprehensive coverage of 
content knowledge/skills. 

Nextext Historical Readers McDougal Littell Editorial 
Staff 

2000 9-12 McDougal 
Littell Inc. 

Key Features:  Primary-source documents and illustrations feature a variety of perspectives on a key issue in American 
History.  Reading support for each selection begins with historical background and author information, continues throughout 
with vocabulary instruction, and concludes with critical thinking questions.  Internet-based student support includes links to 
related websites, on-line quizzes with immediate feedback, and bibliographies to help with students’ research projects. 

Intended Use :  Introduces students to key events and issues in American History through the voices of people who 
experienced them firsthand. 

Evidence of Effectiveness :  Students utilize information from several sources across genres, such as non-fiction and 
photographs for students to succeed in critical thinking analysis, to acquire information and organize data and analyze and 
explain events and issues from several perspectives.  Students comprehend the value of sacrifices, the benefits to various 
groups that are embedded in multiple courses of action and the responsibility that an informed citizenry must uphold to 
ensure the fundamentals of justice and liberty. 

Teacher Aids :  The Guide to Internet Resources provides teachers with a password protected access key which allows them 
access to teaching information online.  These teaaching resources offer valuable teaching and learning support.  Online links, 
quizzes, background information and answer keys help teachers and students save time and money.  Students can access self-
assessment tools and independent research and review, while teachers can print out student resources as quizzes or homework 
assignments. 

In-service training :  No. 

 


